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Dodder Vine at Bay Tree Club 
 
 

The nature of Dodder 
Dodder (aka Love Vine) is a parasitic plant that lives only on some of our Virginia oaks.   The species we have is 
not rooted in the ground but rather it grows from the top down.  It’s not clear exactly how it gets started, but 
birds are cited as one of the culprits.  Tree trimmers with non-cleaned pruners could be another source.   It 
does not grow on the trunks of the trees, only on lateral branches where it twines itself round and round, 
embedding roots known as “haustoria” that dig in about every inch or two seeking water and nutrients.  See 
photo page 2.   
 
Dodder itself is not just visually unappealing nor does it directly kill the tree, but over time as it draws 
nutrients, the tree is weakened and becomes susceptible to disease and could eventually choke from lack of 
sunlight.  
 

History 
Libby Sloan who has looked after landscaping for the past seven years has been able to find documentation on 
the existence of Dodder vine on our property dating back to 2008.  It seems to have begun in one Virginia Oak 
on the north side along the wall of the A parking lot.  
 

Has it been spreading? 
Yes, but slowly and without much logic.  Twelve years later it has spread to all but one of the oak trees lined 
up against the wall in the A parking lot.  It has not spread to any other oak trees on the building side, even 
those which are very close.  For the past eight years, it has been in front of C building where it is in three very 
tall Virginia Oaks.   For the past four years, it has also timidly appeared in a Virginia Oak in the east end of B 
island. 
 

Research done and results 
Libby Sloan has been researching It for the past seven years.  In 2019 she was joined by Damian Faherty.  
Together they have put together a large file of information on Dodder, getting information from as far away as 
Japan.  They have had conversations and email exchanges with various university extension programs in 
Florida, California and Texas (Rice University).  They have been in touch with arborists in the area and in other 
parts of Florida, with citrus growers in Florida, cranberry growers in Massachusetts.  They even put out feelers 
on Facebook for others with Dodder problems.  At the moment they have exhausted all leads.  In the process 
much has been learned, but unfortunately it seems there is nothing that will control or eradicate the vine that 
does not harm the tree itself. 
 

BTC efforts in removal and eradication 
Given that there is no root system in the ground, there are no pre-emergent herbicides which can be used.    
Any herbicide used on the vine will get on the tree leaves and may well kill the tree branch or tree itself.  
 
As suggested by university extension services and other sources, Damian and Libby have done a number of 
trials using watered-down herbicides mixed with some home remedies in various degrees. Other than killing 
some leaves, none of these have harmed the tree itself but they also did not kill the vine. 
 
For over seven years, we have been pulling out the Dodder twice a year but this still leaves the millions of 
haustorias embedded, alive and ready to produce more vines, which they do.   In 2020 we spent more money 



than ever removing the vine -- $7,000.  We believe that we have hit a wall with no solutions in sight and 
continue to spend more and more money pulling it out only to have come back with a vengeance within 
months. 
 
 

 
 
 
Possible Options 
 
Regardless of the option we may choose, it is vital that we frequently closely monitor all trees and take 
whatever action is necessary to prevent the spread.  If caught early enough, we would have the option of 
removing a branch or two to save the tree. 
 
(1) Maintenance trimming:  We discontinue pulling it out and  let it grow, just trimming back as needed to 
keep it off cars or otherwise getting in the way. Although the vine is visually unappealing, the long term impact 
this has on the health of the tree or how long the vine will continue to grow is unclear.  This is the most 
economical option and appears to be what other property owners are doing along Midnight Pass Road. 
 
(2) Pull back, removing the vine to the branch:  We could continue to spend more than $7,000 a year to 
continue to pull it back and ensure our trees will not choke. However, the haustorias are still embedded in the 
branches and vine will continue to grow rapidly. 
 
(3) Tree removal:  A radical solution.   All knowledgeable sources   have told us that Dodder eradication can 
only be done  by “removing the host”,   meaning remove the Virginia Oaks which are infested and plant 
something else which is not susceptible to dodder vine.   
 
 
 

 

Left: showing close-up of vine 
Right: showing embedded 
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